AT  THE  COURT  THEATRE
parlour with its ancient spinet and cuckoo clock; the delightful children, and the vicar and his wife, just stepped out of the olden time, quaint and beautiful; the simple zest of country life; the touching sadness of troubles at home besetting this peaceful household. Mr. Hare could not sleep for anxiety ; the cares of management were so great that he felt it impossible to undertake Dr. Primrose. The character was at first allotted to Mr. Kelly, but on his throwing it up, Hermann Vezin was happily asked to sustain the character of the vicar. Even in his dreams the play haunted the manager. He said : ' If this is a failure, I know nothing of management, I will retire from the stage.3 The author did not read the play to the company, as had been the custom, and he seldom came to rehearsal. He was unpractical, and had difficulty when he did attend in conveying his ideas, for he was too conscious of himself to be able to act; but nevertheless his ideas were generally essentially right. 99